Back to school during pandemic times is anti-climactic. The
kids came to the fence in their regular street clothes for 2
weeks for diagnostic testing and then we’ve finished with
another 2 weeks of what we call recuperation (like sum-
mer school) to get those that are behind, up to speed.
We're now finishing the year 2021 and turning in the pa-
perwork to close out last year as we prepare for new ma-
terial in this year. It’s a bit crazy.

The south campus kids (seventh through ninth grades)
that are vaccinated have started limited in person classes
with their teachers on that campus. Some of the sixth
graders are vaccinated and as soon as we have half a class
ready, we will implement a limited schedule with them as
well, meeting in person with part and at the fence with
the rest. We have received permission from the Education
Department to reopen in person but are still waiting for
final permission from the Health Department. Since the
government is in transition, we have slim hopes. We are
considering the possibility of opening in a limited capacity
as we wait. As we open slowly we look forward to seeing
lunches being served to students and more parents on
campus.

Students in the middle school campus ar

meeting in person at half capacity starting second grade at the fence

Back to Schoof 2022

Josua has spent 7 weeks in a classroom. He is

We started this year with a full team of teachers but we
do have 2 new teachers. Miss Areli has come to fill the
special spot of English teacher/office help. She is gentle
and kind hearted. Teacher Nubia is in sixth grade filling the
spot left by Yocelin when she moved into the principal
spot left by Sarai. Nubia is smart and full of smiles. We
think they are both going to be valuable parts of your
team As always, if you could say a specific prayer for our
teachers, they empty themselves out everyday for the
children and families that we serve.

We're off to an slow steady start. Baby steps are being
taken everyday towards a full reopening and we project
that it should happen around April. Even though the new
president has mandated that all children will be back in
school this year, the public schools are really struggling.
We have more resources available at Jardin and we’re
struggling with the extra cost and time. Ultimately we
hope that we will all be in class and on campus together
soon but as we wait, fence school is the best option. Check
in with our social media accounts to see more updates as
they happen.

1
Lesly is a diligent student, ready to work!

Starting school at the fence was our best option for 2022. It’s not
ideal but the kids are learning. Hopefully it won’t be for too long.
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Recognizing. a Faithdul Servant

Hebrews 13:16 says “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” That

describes a servant in a nutshell. Many of you may have met the servant Richard Spellman. Richard has been the one receiving
the donations sent to Jardin de Gracia and depositing them into the bank for 17+ years. He has faithfully deposited and report-
ed to the Jardin de Gracia board bi-monthly, but now he is stepping down from that responsibility to have better focus on

more important things in his life. | had the opportunity to talk with Richard and express my thanks for his service. As we

talked about his history with Jardin de Gracia you could feel his love for the school and what it represents in Christ. |, as well as

the Jardin de Gracia board, feel strongly that the school would not have grown as it has done without his servant attitude.

While all of us are in a transition phase to where donations are sent for Jardin de Gracia could | encourage everyone to do

something? Take a moment and send a note of thanks to Richard for being such a great servant to the school.

God bless you, Richard, and thank you for loving Jardin de Gracia.

Doug Modlin, Jardin de Gracia Board President
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Jardin de Gracia Mission ﬂ
g 146 Leonard Ave. NW
g Massillon, OH 44646

Please make note for your next donation
’ Thank you so much for your cooperation!
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Contact us: info@jardindegracia.com ¢ (918) 960-9353
Mail: Jardin de Gracia ® 146 Leonard Ave NW ¢ Massillon, OH * 44646

“We are hoping that things go back to normal by the 30th but
are realistically looking at the week after Easter.”
e  Brittany Foster JdG newsletter March 2020

| cannot believe that was the last sentence of my beginning of
school newsletter in 2020. Such hope, such innocence in that
situation. | truly find it hard to actually feel that it has nearly
been 2 years since we’ve had kids in desks on campus. 2 years
since we’ve had a kitchen full of giggling moms making lunches
for their kiddos. 2 years since we’ve had recess with all the
yelling and laughing and soccer balls and chalk drawings and
sharing snacks. 2 years with no hugs at the gate or at the
classroom doors. 2 years where the grass has had time to grow
and the moss is covering tree trunks and curbs that used to be
touched by little hands. 2 years of waving through a fence &
smiling under a mask. 2 years of sending home worksheets to
parents that have a third grade education hoping that they can

sustain our middle schoolers with a steady diet of motivation
and positive reinforcement. 2 years. The last time our 2022
fourth graders had a full school year in the classroom, they were
little first grade babies. We have 3 teachers on staff that have
never taught in one of our classrooms. We have one teacher
that only was in the classroom for 7 weeks. 2 years since we've
had a team on campus other than medical. It’s a lot.

There’s a lot of good stuff that happened during these last 2
years but it’s important to realize where we realistically are at.
The expectation that we will just jump in and begin again is
unattainable. We need to take deliberate steps, make
purposeful decisions at this point and be flexible and patient,
both with the kids, staff and the parents. This is our first
pandemic and we are all learning. Please continue to pray for us
as we head down the exciting and arduous road of reopening.

- Brittany
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